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Norman Regional Earns Certification
by Joint Commission in Perinatal Care
Congratulations to our Maternal Child Service Line for a successful virtual survey with accrediting organization, The Joint
Commission. Norman Regional Health System is now certified in Perinatal Care! NRHS is the first program in the state to
receive this accolade.
Continued on next page

Inspire Health Website Launched
Norman Regional recently launched a website specifically
designed to inform healers, our communities and the
public about Inspire Health. Healers will continue to be the first audience
for all new Inspire Health information, but the website is a great addition to help fully explain
and show off the transformational plan in its entirety. Check out the website by visiting
InspireHealthOK.com today!

Certification by Joint Commission in Perinatal Care continued
It takes a tremendous amount of work in quality improvement, best practice implementation, and measurement to achieve this
certification. This positive result shows our healers’ commitment to the ICARE values of Integrity, Results and Engagement.
Norman Regional’s healers do everything in their power to ensure the health and safety of mothers and newborns.
Organizations that monitor and adhere to perinatal guidelines are more likely to demonstrate the following
improvements:

• Reduction in infant mortality rates
• Reduction in maternal complications and mortality
• Reduction of early elective deliveries that can lead to an increase in admission rates to the neonatal
•
•
•

intensive care unit (NICU)
Reduction of complications during deliveries
Reduction of prematurity rates that can lead to infant mortality
Reduction in costs associated with lengthy hospital stays due to pregnancy related complication

Please join us in congratulating these healers on this significant achievement in Perinatal Care.
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Norman Regional Nurse Residency
Program Earns Accreditation
Our Nurse Residency Program is pleased to announce that it has
received accreditation from the American Nurses Credentialing Center
Practice Transition Accreditation Program (PTAP). The PTAP sets the global
standard for residency programs that transition nurses into new practice settings and is a
significant milestone in ensuring our healers have the best opportunities available to them.
“Norman Regional’s Nurse Residency Program started three years ago as a way to
successfully transition new nurse graduates from the academic setting to professional,
clinical practice,” Chief Nursing Officer Brittni McGill said. “We are thrilled to share that
our program has officially been accredited by the American Nurses Credentialing Center,
becoming the very first and only accredited nurse residency program in the state of
Oklahoma. As part of the accreditation journey, we will continue to grow and
evolve while simultaneously looking for innovative ways to successfully transition new
graduates into outstanding nurse providers.”

Our evidence-based curriculum offers residents
a collaborative learning environment to
successfully transition into clinical practice.
Residents are given the opportunity to work
alongside experienced staff and learn in a
real-life setting to be better prepared and more
onfident as they enter the workforce. With the PTAP
accreditation, the Norman Regional Nurse Residency
Program has demonstrated and continues to ensure quality of residency program content,
knowledge and experience of faculty, evidence-based practice, satisfaction of residents and
improved patient care and outcomes.
To learn more about the Norman Regional Nurse Residency program, visit
https://www.normanregional.com/nurse-residency-program

Norman Regional Earns Nuclear Medicine Accreditation
Norman Regional has been awarded a three-year term of accreditation in nuclear medicine as the result of a recent review
by the American College of Radiology (ACR).
Nuclear medicine is a branch of medical imaging that uses small amounts of radioactive material, ingested by the patient, to diagnose and treat a variety of disease,
including many types of cancers, heart disease and certain other abnormalities within the body.
The ACR gold seal of accreditation represents the highest level of image quality and patient safety. It is awarded only to facilities meeting ACR Practice Parameters
and Technical Standards after a peer-review evaluation by board-certified physicians and medical physicists who are experts in the field. Image quality, personnel
qualifications, adequacy of facility equipment, quality control procedures and quality assurance programs are assessed. The findings are reported to the ACR Committee
on Accreditation, which subsequently provides the practice with a comprehensive report that can be used for continuous practice improvement.
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Post COVID-19 Recovery at
Norman Regional
Norman Regional’s Post COVID Recovery Program at the Pulmonary Clinic addresses
medical conditions as they emerge in patients experiencing extended or severe post
COVID-19 symptoms by providing a multidisciplinary assessment, treatment and
resources for patients recovering from mild to severe or extended COVID-19, these
patients are also known as having “Post COVID-19 Syndrome.”
The effects of COVID-19 can last for extended amounts of time. Patients with Post COVID-19 Syndrome
who have recovered from the worst impact of COVID-19 and now have a negative test, however
continue to present symptoms that interfere with the patient’s daily functions. About 10% of COVID-19
patients develop Post COVID-19 Syndrome. In Norman Regional’s primary service area, there were
approximately 34,063 positive COVID-19 tests in 2020, resulting in approximately 3,406 of these patients
developing Post COVID-19 Syndrome.

Assessment: Based on research, it can be said that patients with Post COVID-19 Syndrome
experience lingering deficits in both pulmonary and cognitive functions. Deficits can range from
impairment of cardiovascular function, depression, and other medical issues adversely affecting the
patient’s quality of life. Patients will self-report symptoms which will help the Post COVID Recovery
Program team in facilitating referrals.
The Post COVID Recovery Program will assist patients with re-entrance to the community and ensure
continuity of care. The exact nature of ongoing deficits remains uncertain, as the needs will be tracked
over time.
Scheduling a patient to participate in the program will be the same as any referral to the clinic. The
patient will need to have a recent chest X-ray and schedule a Pulmonary Function Test with the clinic
the same day as the appointment. The clinic will assist with facilitation of this.
Care Coordination assists with facilitating referrals. Potential referrals expected could include Pulmonary
Rehab, Sleep Studies, Cardiology, Neurology, Behavioral Health (counseling), and outpatient therapies
such as Occupational, Speech, and Physical Therapy. The patient will be assisted in acquiring home
oxygen, DME, and TYTO Care patient monitoring devices. If the patient self refers to the program and does
not have a Primary Care Physician (PCP), assistance in finding a PCP will be provided. To schedule an
appointment for the Post COVID Recovery Program, please call the Pulmonary Clinic at 405.515.4888.

Healer Achieves CIC
Initial Certification in
Infection Prevention
and Control
Congratulations to Lori Patterson, RN, BSN, CIC,
infection prevention specialist,
on recently passing her CIC initial examination
to become certified In Infection Prevention and
Control (CIC) through the Certified Board of
Infection Control and Epidemiology, Inc. (CBIC).
CBIC is the board that administers the
competency test for Certification for CIC. It is
the only accredited certification in Infection
Prevention. The initial certification
is good for five years.

Lori Patterson, RN, BSN, CIC

“As an infection prevention professional I believe it is important to continuously
gain knowledge in this field to help our patients receive the best care possible.
Thanks to the hospital administration for being supportive in furthering my
learning opportunities and professional growth,” Lori said.
Learn more about the CBIC and the certification at www.cbic.org/CBIC.htm.

4

Norman Regional Receives the 2021
Women’s Choice Award® as one of
America’s Best Hospitals
for Heart Care
Norman Regional Health System has been named one of America’s
Best Hospitals for Heart Care by the Women’s Choice Award®, America’s
trusted referral source for the best in healthcare. The award signifies that
Norman Regional is in the top 1% of 4,542 U.S. hospitals offering heart care services.
According to the American Heart Association, heart disease is the No. 1 killer of American
women, causing 1 in 3 deaths each year—approximately one woman every minute. What’s
often thought of as a “man’s disease” strikes more women than men, and is more deadly than
all forms of cancer combined.
“With such strong prevalence of heart disease in women, we empower her to find the best
cardiac care to ensure a better chance of beating the disease,” said Delia Passi, founder and
CEO of The Women’s Choice Award. “We help women by conducting evidence-based research
and by recognizing the hospitals that could one day save their lives.”
The methodology used to select Norman Regional as one of America’s Best Hospitals for Heart
Care is unique in that it evaluates:
The number of cardiac/vascular services offered. Recognized hospitals must offer
at least six of the following services: Cardiac Catheter Lab, Cardiac Rehabilitation,
Cardiac Surgery, Carotid Stenting, Coronary Interventions, Electrophysiology, Vascular
Interventions, Vascular Surgery and Coronary Intensive Care (CCU).
30-Day mortality and readmission rates for heart attack and failure
Patient recommendation ratings on the Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare
Providers and Systems (HCAHPS) Survey
Primary research about women’s healthcare preferences

•
•
•

Norman Regional is one of 353 award
recipients representing the hospitals
that have met the highest standards
for heart care in the U.S. by the Women’s
Choice Award.
Norman Regional is committed to providing unique and specialized care to women with its
Women’s Heart Program. Two female cardiologists, Archana Gautam, MD, and Katherine Hays,
MD, lead the program and are dedicated to fulfilling the distinct cardiac needs of women.
“Heart disease affects both men and women. However, there are differences in how this
disease presents itself in women. At Norman Regional, we are proud to offer individualized
and personalized care,” said Brittni McGill, Norman Regional’s chief nursing officer. “To rank
in the top 1% of hospitals offering heart care proves our dedication to the specific needs of
female patients.”
The Women’s Heart Program offers a comprehensive cardiovascular risk assessment and
advanced diagnostic testing.
For more information about Norman Regional’s heart care services, visit
NormanRegional.com/heart.
For more information about the America’s Best Hospitals for Heart Care, please visit
https://womenschoiceaward.com/best-hospitals-for-heart-care.

•
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Norman Regional Receives the 2021
Women’s Choice Award® as one of
America’s Best Hospitals for
Emergency Care
Norman Regional has been named one of America’s Best Hospitals
for Emergency Care by the Women’s Choice Award®, America’s trusted
referral source for the best in healthcare. The award signifies that Norman
Regional is in the top 5% of 4,542 U.S. hospitals offering emergency care services.
The methodology for America’s Best Hospitals for Emergency Care award is unique in that it
combines Hospital Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems (HCAHPS)
survey results with primary research about women’s healthcare preferences. The award
recognizes excellence in emergency care based on several process of care measures focused
on time patients spent in the emergency department, including:

• Total Time Spent in the Emergency Department
• Time from Admission to a Room
• Percent of Emergency Patients Who Left Without Being Seen
Criteria for selecting Norman Regional as one of America’s Best also included the percentage
of patients who came to the emergency department with stroke symptoms who received
brain scan results within 45 minutes of arrival. Also included this year were hospitals
that performed well in responding to patients showing symptoms of severe sepsis, a very
dangerous condition. The awarded hospitals represent those with emergency departments
with average measure times in the highest 25th to 50th percentile in the country. Hospitals
received additional credit if they have an accredited trauma center.
The award is especially significant given that long waits and high crowding can negatively
impact patient outcomes, including patients leaving without receiving medical treatment,
longer overall length of hospital stay and an increase in mortality rates.

“We have found that recommendations are an
important consideration used by women in selecting
a hospital for themselves and their family. By helping
women know which hospitals in their area provide the
best critical care, we are able to help them make better
decisions, especially when it comes to emergency situations,” said Delia Passi, CEO and
Founder of the Women’s Choice Award. “Women make over 80% of healthcare decisions
and have demanding lifestyles and we help simplify her life by making it easy for her to find
the best care in those stressful emergency situations.”
Norman Regional is one of 477 award recipients representing the hospitals that have met the
highest standards for emergency care in the U.S. by the Women’s Choice Award.
“At Norman Regional we are constantly striving to improve our patient experience in the
emergency departments, as we know visiting the emergency room is never an easy time for
our patients. We do our best to alleviate patients’ stress by getting them in and out quickly
while offering them convenient, expert care. To be rewarded for our efforts means a lot, as it
exemplifies our dedication to our patients,” said Jan Emmons, director of Norman Regional’s
emergency services.
For more information about Norman Regional’s emergency services, visit
https://www.normanregional.com/services/emergency-rooms.
For more information about the America’s Best Hospitals for Emergency Care, please visit
https://womenschoiceaward.com/bestemergency-care.
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Norman Regional Receives the 2021
Women’s Choice Award® as one of
America’s Best Stroke Centers
Norman Regional Health System has been named one of America’s Best
Stroke Centers by the Women’s Choice Award®, America’s trusted referral
source for the best in healthcare. The award signifies that Norman Regional is in the
top 9% of 4,542 U.S. hospitals offering stroke care services.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one in five women in the
United States will have a stroke in her lifetime. Nearly 60% of stroke deaths are in women, and
stroke kills twice as many women as breast cancer. Most alarming, studies show that women
are more likely to be misdiagnosed for stroke even with the same symptoms present as men.
“Timely diagnosis and effective care are critical to preventing disability and improving
chances of recovery. The time to identify your community’s leading hospital for stroke care
is right now, not in the middle of a medical emergency when every minute is precious,”
said Delia Passi, founder and CEO of the Women’s Choice Award. “We congratulate these
hospitals and their dedication to education, prevention, and early intervention to reduce the
devastating effects of stroke.”
A stroke center must be certified by the Joint Commission Stroke Certification Program
and/or Det Norske Veritas (DNV) as an Advanced Primary Stroke Center and/or Advanced
Comprehensive Stroke Center to be considered for the award. Those with the Advanced
Comprehensive designation receive additional credit.
It is the only award recognizing excellence in stroke care based on robust criteria that
consider patient satisfaction and clinical excellence. The methodology used to select Norman
Regional as one of America’s Best Stroke Centers is unique in that it evaluates Hospital

Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and
Systems (HCAHPS) patient survey results along with
primary research about women’s healthcare
preferences.
Hospitals must also score in the top 80% of all
hospitals in the percent of patients receiving Head
CT scan results within 45 minutes, and cannot
have received a rating of Worse than the National
Rate for the Deaths from Serious Treatable
Complications measure.
Norman Regional is one of 459 award recipients representing the hospitals that have met the
highest standards for stroke care in the U.S. by the Women’s Choice Award.
“Every second matters when it comes to a stroke and here at Norman Regional, we pride
ourselves in the expert, award-winning care we’re able to provide our patients,” said Christina
Hopkins, RN, stroke coordinator at Norman Regional. “We’re grateful to receive this award and
look forward to continuing to offer top-rated care.”
For more information on the America’s Best Stroke Centers, please visit
https://womenschoiceaward.com/best-stroke-centers
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EMSSTAT Healers Honored
as Medics of the Year
Two EMSSTAT healers, Jeffrey Neeley and Andrew Minnich, were recently honored as this
year’s medics of the year through the Norman Crime Stoppers Public Safety Awards.
“Both of our healers recognized this year were nominated by their peers and displayed
amazing compassion, care and professionalism,” EMSSTAT Manager Eddie Sims said.
Neeley was named EMT of the Year after being put in a position to comfort someone else
through an unimaginable experience due to his own personal tragedy, Sims said.
Neeley and the colleague who nominated him were assigned to a pediatric transfer going
from Norman Regional Hospital to Oklahoma Children’s Hospital. They were informed that the
child had coded in the Emergency Department and that they had been doing CPR. Neeley
informed his colleague that he had lost a child several years prior and this is why he decided
to become an EMT.
When Neeley and his colleague arrived at the Emergency Department, the child had been
stabilized. Neeley helped to prepare for the transfer and helped to calm down the mother of
the child, Neeley’s nomination letter read.
While en route to OU Children’s, the child’s mother rode in the front of the ambulance with
Neeley who was driving. She kept looking back watching the paramedics work to keep her
child alive.
“Neeley did an amazing job talking with the mom the whole time — calming her down and
talking her through every step of what was happening in the back,” Neeley’s colleague wrote.
Once they arrived at OU Children’s, the child was taken to a room and Neeley made sure the
mother had everything she needed.
“After, Neeley and myself were talking over the call. Neeley told me as he was sitting with the
mom at Children’s, he told her about his child that he lost and how that was the reason he had
started EMS. He then took off and gave her his bracelet that had his lost child’s name on it,
which he said he had not taken off since their death. With this, he told her he wanted to give
it to her to bring her hope in the dark time and show her how much he truly wanted the best

Andrew Minnich

Jeff Neeley

for them,” Neeley’s colleague wrote. “This brought tears to my eyes. I cannot imagine losing
a child ever, let alone ever having the strength to give something that tied you to that child
away. I hope that this story will inspire you all as much as it did me.”
Neeley has been an EMT with EMSSTAT since September 2019 and is currently in paramedic
school. Sims said Neeley is professional and caring.
Minnich was awarded Paramedic of the Year. Minnich’s colleague nominated him after he
volunteered to take a more difficult transfer call with him that someone else couldn’t take.
Minnich’s colleague wrote of Minnich’s compassion and professionalism when transferring,
speaking with and caring for the patient who needed to be transferred. He wrote that Minnich
helped the patient feel less embarrassed and stressed and more at ease.
“Minnich conveyed extreme professionalism and compassion for the patient and was possibly
the only positive moment in that person’s day. On the way back I told Minnich how amazed
I was for the way he treated that patient and to me, it was no different than saving someone
from cardiac arrest,” Minnich’s colleague wrote. “Minnich replied something in the way of,
‘everyone should be afforded dignity and respect in their time of need.’ I try to learn from every
call and this was one of the most educational calls I’ve been on.”
Sims further explained that routine transfers are not something most medics want to do. They
generally get into EMS to save lives and treat patients with major trauma. Transfers, however,
are an important part of EMS – getting patients from a facility or between facilities. These
patients often have various medical conditions and disabilities. The actions in the nomination
for Minnich show he volunteered to do this transfer to help another medic and while the
patient did not need the level of care he was trained to provide, he still did everything he
could for the patient and treated them with respect and compassion. “Two of the cornerstone
traits of Norman Regional and EMSSTAT healers,” Sims said.
Minnich has been with EMSSTAT since July 2018. He was recently accepted into the Oklahoma
City Fire Academy. Sims said Minnich is a good medic and a compassionate and respectful
person.
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Norman Regional, EMSSTAT Work
to Stop The Bleed
Norman Regional Health System and EMSSTAT are working with local school
districts including Moore Public Schools (MPS) to educate teachers and staff
on how to respond in an emergency.
EMSSTAT has trained schools on Stop the Bleed, an innovative
program that teaches bystanders how to respond if someone
is losing mass amounts of blood. The Stop the Bleed
curriculum is designed by the American College of Surgeons,
to identify critical blood loss, tourniquet application, chest
sealing and wound packing.
“MPS has had its share of tragedy. In February 2020, Lt. Brent
Cusher and I taught a Stop the Bleed class to whomever
wanted to attend, during an educator education day,” said
Scott Schatzer of EMSSTAT. Schatzer is a part-time EMT/EVO
with EMSSTAT as well as a full time school resource officer
for Moore Public Schools.
“I was encouraged by the fact that our classes were packed
during all three sessions that day,” he said. “The class was
further requested by several principals in the district, to train
all staff. After this idea took flight, I approached our director
and asked what it would take for us to equip every school
with adequate mass hemorrhage kits.”

This photo was taken pre-COVID in February 2020.

Each school was given 38 hemorrhage kits, each with minimum of 10 CAT tourniquets (20 in each high school) quick
clot gauze, wound packing gauze, foam tape and trauma shears. These will be kept in every school’s main office. To
date, more than 47 MPS staff members have been trained to Stop the Bleed.
Moore Public Schools is the third largest district in the state with 32 schools.
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Robotic Neurosurgery Helps Relieve
Patients’ Back Pain
One man is no longer living with constant
back pain due to the help of a robot and
local neurosurgeon, Stephen Eichert, DO.
Robert Burnett, 54, began seeing Dr. Eichert at Norman
Regional Health System’s Neurosurgery Associates after
years of dealing with back pain.
Burnett had lumbar surgery 21 years ago, but his back
increasingly got worse throughout the years. He was
attending physical therapy when he was referred to
Dr. Eichert. Burnett had developed severe pain in his back
and legs. His physical exam with Dr. Eichert was abnormal
and showed compression of his nerves, causing weakness
in his left ankle.
Burnett told Dr. Eichert he didn’t want another surgery if it
was avoidable, but unfortunately it was an urgent situation
that needed surgery to decompress the nerves. Based on
his imaging, if Burnett didn’t have surgery, he could wake
up one day and no longer be able to use his legs.
Although Burnett didn’t want surgery, he said he understood
the need and appreciated that Dr. Eichert explained
everything that was going to happen in detail, and in a way
that he was able to understand.

Robert Burnett and his wife Lori

“His level of being a neurosurgeon and me being someone who works on cars — he fully broke it down for me so I
would fully understand,” Burnett said. “Dr. Eichert explains it right then and there. He makes you feel comfortable.”
Dr. Eichert performed a robotic-assisted surgery to remove the hardware that was previously installed in Burnett’s back
and robotically insert new instrumentation. With the help of the robot, Dr. Eichert was able to place instrumentation at
the level above Burnett’s previous hardware and decompress the nerves causing pain and weakness. He fused
Continued on next page

Stephen Eichert, DO
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Robotic Neurosurgery Helps Relieve Patients’ Back Pain continued
Burnett’s spine utilizing his own bone and bone marrow. Dr. Eichert said doing a repeat spinal
surgery where you have to remove hardware is difficult, but the robot helps.

ever. He no longer has any pain or discomfort and is going through physical therapy to help
strengthen his legs again.

Burnett said Dr. Eichert even arrived early the day of his surgery to talk to him again and help
prepare him for surgery.

“I told Dr. Eichert he has the hands of God. I have no pain at all and I’ve never felt so good,”
Burnett said. “I’ve been to a lot of doctors, but Dr. Eichert is above and beyond what I expected.
If I ever need another surgery, I’d go to him, or if I ever know anyone who needs surgery, I’d
refer anyone and everyone to him. You can’t get the care he gives you anywhere else.”

“Dr. Eichert has a really great bedside manner. He’s excellent. He is very professional and
honest, has a good sense of humor, is nice and friendly, and is down to Earth — even when
he’s preparing to perform spinal surgery,” Burnett said.
After the surgery, Burnett said his recovery was quicker than he expected. He didn’t need pain
pills after the first four days and he was ready to go back to work within two and a half weeks.
Dr. Eichert said less pain and a shorter recovery time are two of the main benefits of robotic
surgery. The other big advantage is less blood loss during surgery.
Now, less than three months since Burnett had his surgery, he said he’s feeling better than

Norman Regional’s neurosurgeons Dr. Eichert and Clay Cochran, MD, perform all types of
surgeries on the spine, the brain and the peripheral nervous systems. Patients can self-refer,
but Dr. Eichert recommends patients first see their primary care physician, as they can do the
imaging needed and find the root of the problem before treating the patient themselves or
referring them to Neurosurgery Associates.
For more information or to schedule an appointment with the clinic, call 405.307.3300 or visit
https://locations.normanregional.com/norman/neurosurgery-associates.

Foundation Cocktail Clash
Coming Up Soon
THURS, MAY 6

6:008:00PM

PRESENTED BY NORMAN REGIONAL HEALTH FOUNDATION
Celebrating 75 years of Norman Regional Health System

Diamond Anniversary
Ambassador Ball

Presented by Norman Regional Health Foundation

June 4, 2021

Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center | Norman, OK

NORMAN WORLD WAR II MUSEUM  MAX WESTHEIMER AIRPORT
TO PURCHASE YOUR $50 TICKET, VISIT
www.NRHFoundation.org

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF NORMAN REGIONAL HOSPITAL
19462021

Foundation to Host Ambassador Ball
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Norman Regional partners with local
clinic to offer cardiac, orthopedic
services
Norman Regional is partnering with the Purcell Wellness Clinic and
Medical Spa, located at 128 W. Main St.

Hillarie Kessler, MPAS, PA-C, a certified physician
assistant with Orthopedic Surgeon James Bond, MD at

Norman Regional’s Paul Ayers, MD, a board

Ortho Central, sees patients in Purcell every Friday morning.
Dr. Bond will also join Kessler in seeing patients in Purcell,
when his surgery schedule allows.

certified interventional cardiologist with Norman Heart
and Vascular Associates, sees patients in Purcell the
first Friday of every month.
Dr. Ayers attended medical school at the University of
Oklahoma (OU) College of Medicine. He completed his
residency at the University of South Florida. He then
completed his fellowship at OU Health Sciences Center
Department of Cardiovascular Disease and Interventional
Cardiology. He currently serves as the Department of
Cardiology Medical Director.
Dr. Ayers specializes in:
• Coronary artery disease
• Carotid artery interventions
• Peripheral artery atherectomy,
angioplasty and stents

Kessler graduated from Western State Colorado University
in Gunnison, Colorado with a Bachelor of Arts in Biology
and Oklahoma City University with a Master's of Physician
Assistant Studies Degree. She is certified as a Physician
Assistant by the National Commission on Certification of
Physician Assistants.

Paul Ayers, MD

• Pacemakers and defibrillators
• General medical cardiology

“I’m looking forward to expanding my services to Purcell and continuing to offer quality,
compassionate heart care outside of our normal clinic location,” Dr. Ayers said.
To schedule an appointment with Dr. Ayers, patients can call Norman Heart and Vascular
Associates at 405.515.2222. For more information on Norman Heart and Vascular Associates,
visit NormanHeart.com.

Hillarie Kessler, MPAS, PA-C

Dr. Bond attended medical school at OU College of Medicine.
He completed his residency at OU Health Sciences Center
and completed his fellowship at the Southern California
Orthopedics Institute.
Kessler and Dr. Bond specialize in:
• Arthroscopic surgery
• Sports-related injuries
• Cartilage restoration
• Surgical fracture care
• Orthopedic care of the
• Total joint replacement
shoulder and knee
of the shoulder
• Rotator cuff repair

James Bond, MD

“I’m excited to provide care to the people of Purcell. Whether patients are visiting with just me,
or me and Dr. Bond, we are committed to offering the best orthopedic care possible and doing
everything we can in Purcell to help alleviate the travel time for our patients,” Kessler said.
To schedule an appointment with Kessler and Dr. Bond, patients can call Ortho Central at
405.360.6764. For more information on Ortho Central, visit OrthoCentralOK.com.
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Healthcare Hero High Five
The COVID Care committee established the Healthcare Hero High Five to
recognize healers for their dedication and commitment throughout the
past 12 months. Healer names were randomly drawn and celebrated by
selecting a gift from the prize patrol. High Fives were distributed from
January through mid-March.

Kristina Thai — Physical Rehabilitation

Fatimah Al Hammad — EMSSTAT

Lauren Adair — Cardiopulmonary Services

Jerie Painter — Cath Lab

Connie Yarnall — Neurology Associates

Rhonda Rogers and Rosie Shelton — ICU
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Norman Regional to
Pay Half Registration Fee
for Healers, Household
Member at OKC
Memorial Marathon
Norman Regional will not only be paying half of the Oklahoma City
Memorial Marathon registration fee for healers this year, but will also be
paying half the registration fee for one household member 18 years
or older.
The OKC Memorial Marathon will be hosted two different days this year
— Saturday, Oct. 2 and Sunday, Oct. 3 with the half marathon and 5K on
Saturday and the full marathon and relay on Sunday.
There is new NRHS Corporate Team Registration with online registration
online. Enrollment will be limited on a first come, first served basis.
Registration deadline for the Memorial Marathon is Sept. 22. Registration
fees will increase June 1, but the current fees are as followed:
• Full Marathon – $130
• Marathon – $115
• Relay Team – $330
• 5K – $60s

Instructions for online registration are below:
1. Go to okcmarathon.com and hit “sign up” at top of page.
2. Click on corporate teams at the top of the RunSignup race page.
3. Scroll to the Norman Regional Health System corporate team and
click “join.”
4. Fill out required information, and choose your event. If not adding
registrant, hit continue.
5. Click add another registrant for the ONE household member 18+
registration.
6. Go to waiver agreement and sign the waiver.
7. Enter the group code 20NRHS21 to join team. Click “No” for NRHS
team shirt. You will get an event shirt for free. NRHS will not be
responsible for any extra cost to your registration fees.
8. Fill out remaining registration information and complete the
registration.
For help or more information, contact Amber Browning at
abrowning@nrh-ok.com or 405.307.3178.
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New Faces
Norman Regional Health System welcomed new providers to our family
of healers! Meet some of our new providers below:
Sumit Som, MD, is a board certified preventive medicine
physician at Norman Regional Primary Care — South
Oklahoma City.
Dr. Som’s special interests include:
• Ear infections
• Healthy eating
• High cholesterol
• Hypertension
• Lifestyle as medicine
• Minor joint injections
• Minor skin lesion destruction
• Sinus infections
• Type 2 diabetes

Sumit Som, MD

Dr. Som’s goal is to help his patients prevent long-term diseases such as high blood pressure,
diabetes and cholesterol issues.
“I help all my patients with their existing diseases, as well as work with them to prevent future
diseases,” Dr. Som said. “I will be open, understanding, and clear in explaining things to my
patients.”
Dr. Som enjoys hiking with his wife and dogs, watching the soccer team Manchester United,
and reading. Dr. Som’s favorite food is Buffalo wings, but in moderation! He also enjoys a
healthy salad. He has played the violin since age five.
Primary Care — South OKC is located at 2605 S.W. 119th St., Suite A. Please call 405.912.3400 to
schedule an appointment.

Marlee Robinson, APRN-CNP, is a certified nurse practitioner
at Primary Care — Moore. Marlee graduated from Graceland
University, and said she’s known she wanted to be a nurse
practitioner since she was 16. Marlee was drawn to nursing,
but after researching what nurse
Marlee Robinson, APRN-CNP
practitioners did and how they
were able to go beyond what a registered
nurse was able to do, she knew that’s what she wanted to do.
When she shadowed a nurse practitioner in college, it certified what she was already feeling.
“The compassion and dedication she showed to her patients was something I wanted to be
able to provide in the future,” she said.
Marlee said patients can expect her to be someone they can trust, that won’t judge them and
that truly care about them.
“I want to get to know them, listen to them, and see what I can do to help enhance their lives in
a healthier and holistic way – caring about them mentally and physically to make a difference,”
Marlee said.
Marlee has a special interest in:
• Wellness and disease prevention
• Acute illness
• Hormone replacement
• Hypertension

• Asthma
• High cholesterol
• Minor skin procedures such as toenail
removal, biopsies, and laceration repair

Aside from medicine, Marlee enjoys reading nonfiction, kayaking, and just being with family
and friends. She loves working out and is a pure barre fan, and she also looks forward to being
able to travel again. “Hopefully soon,” she said.
Primary Care — Moore is located inside Norman Regional Moore at 700 S. Telephone Rd., Suite
201. Please call 405.912.3120 to schedule an appointment with her.
Continued on next page
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New Faces
Tamara Manning, APRN, is an advanced practice provider

Nicole Garber, APRN, is a board certified nurse practitioner

at the Norman Regional Same-Day Clinic. She served as a
nurse for 34 years. She has many years of critical care
experience with the adult age group, has experience with
leadership, much of her nursing career has
been spent caring for patients with cardiac
Tamara Manning, APRN
and pulmonary disease processes, and she
has had years of experience caring for patients with complicated
co-morbidities, including diabetes, asthma, COPD, myocardial infractions, renal failure, and
more.

at the Norman Regional Wellness Clinic.

Tamara said she chose to become an APRN because she wanted to provide healthcare across
the lifespan.
“I enjoy each phase of life and the challenges it presents. I am excited for the increased
autonomy as an APRN and providing preventative care to this vast age group,” she said. “As an
APRN, my patients can look to me as a caregiver with compassion and experience.”
Aside from medicine, Tamara enjoys gardening and most outdoor activities. She started
running about three years ago and has kept it up as a great form of exercise, along with biking.
She has a large family — including six children, five grandchildren, and soon to be three more
grandchildren — so she loves having fun family time. Her favorite holiday tradition with her
family is Christmas bowling! Each year the whole family opens gifts then goes bowling. They
also have an annual cookie day where all her daughters come to her house and bring two
cookie recipes. Any other spare time she can fine is used for sewing and quilting.

Nicole’s special interests:
• Disease management
• Family planning
• Wellness & disease prevention

Nicole Garber, APRN

Nicole offers her patients a compassionate listening ear and thorough individualized care.
“I’ve always been interested in helping others,” Nicole said. “As a registered nurse, I had the
opportunity to provide comfort to patients and their families. I chose family practice to have
the opportunity to diagnose, treat, and manage acute and chronic illnesses as well as to offer
continued care for my patients.”
Nicole and her husband, her high school sweetheart, have a son and daughter. She loves
crafting, traveling and outdoor activities such as skiing and hiking. As her family is renovating
their home in the country, Nicole is also learning to raise chickens and gardening.
The Norman Regional Wellness Clinic is located at 2605 S.W. 119th St., Suite B in south Oklahoma
City. Please call 405.912.3900 to schedule an appointment.

The Same-Day Clinic is located at 119 E. Main St. in Norman. Call 405.515.6246 to schedule an
appointment or walk right in for a visit.
Continued on next page
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New Faces
Debbie Strickland, APRN-CNP, is a board certified nurse

Kelly White is a cardiology advanced practice provider at

practitioner at Primary Care — Moore. She completed her
Master of Science in Nursing at the University of Alabama.
She is a member of The Institute for Functional Medicine
and the American Academy of Nurse
Practitioners.
Debbie Strickland, APRN-CNP

Norman Heart and Vascular Associates. Kelly has more than
15 years of experience in nursing caring for a variety of
different types of patients. Kelly has experience with cardiac
patients as well as patients in the emergency room,
ICU, CCU, PCCU, PCU, Orth-Spine, Oncology, Stroke units
Kelly White
and more. She has a special interest in preventative
medicine and women’s health. She graduated from the
University of Oklahoma with her Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree then went on to
graduate from the University of Tulsa with a Doctorate of Nursing Practice in Adult Gerontology
Acute Care.

Debbie’s special interests include:
• Lyme disease
• COPD
• Vitamin & mineral deficiency supplementation
• Diabetes
• Hormone deficiency supplementation • Wellness & disease prevention
• Hypertension
Debbie said her patients can expect her to look at the whole picture to uncover the roots of the
patient’s ailment. This allows her to create and implement a comprehensive shared plan of
care. Her overall goal is to help her patients achieve their optimal level of functioning and
health by integrating healthy lifestyle modification, replacement of hormones and vitamin/
mineral deficiencies, and medication if needed. She encourages her patients to be engaged
and involved with their plan of care.
A life-long learner, Debbie enjoys learning about complementary options for health. She also
enjoys riding bikes, hiking, working outdoors, reading and spending time with family and
friends. Debbie’s great, great, great, great grandfather was Jesse Chisholm, a fur trader and
merchant known for scouting and developing the Chisholm Trail.
Primary Care — Moore is located inside Norman Regional Moore at 700 S. Telephone Rd., Suite
201. Please call 405.912.3120 to schedule an appointment with her.

When asked what her patients can expect from her, Kelly said, “At a basic level, I want
my patients to feel valued as a person so our interactions will be filled with kindness and
compassion and hopefully they will feel seen and heard. Secondly, I want my patients to
feel like they are getting excellent care rooted in evidence-based research. Lastly, I want to
empower my patients through education to live at the highest quality of life possible for them.”
“In healthcare we often see people on their worst days experiencing one of their biggest fears.
That one kind, compassionate healthcare worker committed to providing excellent care can
deeply impact their life,” Kelly said. “Small acts of kindness truly matter and hopefully we can
empower our patients toward a better quality of life.
Kelly works with Katherine Hays, MD, and looks forward to getting to know her patients.
Aside from medicine, Kelly enjoys reading and exploring new places. She doesn’t have
a favorite place to travel to because she’d rather explore a new place than go back to
somewhere she’s already been, but her ideal places to travel are where the mountains meet
the ocean. That is why she thinks Norway and Thailand are two of the most beautiful places in
the world.
Kelly also lived in the Middle East for two and a half years and studied Arabic.
Norman Heart and Vascular Associates is located at 3500 HealthPlex Parkway, Suite 200 in
Norman. Please call 405.515.2222 to schedule an appointment.

Continued on next page
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New Faces
Candyse Brewer, APRN-CNS, is a certified advanced

Kenneth Watson, DO, specializes in family medicine and

practice provider who works at Norman Heart and Vascular
Associates. She has more than 17 years of experience in
nursing, specializing specifically in cardiovascular
patients.
Candyse Brewer, APRN-CNS

was previously an emergency medicine physician. He serves
patients at Primary Care — Noble. He is board-certified in
Emergency Medicine. He graduated from the
Oklahoma State University College of
Osteopathic Medicine.
Kenneth Watson, DO

She has a special interest in:
• Atrial fibrillation
• Cardiomyopathy
• Chest pain
• Congestive heart failure
• Heart murmur
• Heart palpitations

• Hyperlipidemia
• Hypertension
• Hypotension
• Venous insufficiency
• Peripheral vascular disease

“I have always seen myself as a healer. I have dedicated my knowledge and skillset to helping
others throughout my career as a nurse, from hands-on to improving the gap in education,”
Candyse said. “I focus on guiding patients and their loved ones in understanding what their
diagnosis is, along with what is happening now and what to expect in the future. I give
guidance so that patients are able to make informed decisions on what their hopes are or what
path they would like to achieve so that they can be actively involved in managing their health
and more of an advocate for the journey we are embarking on together.”

Dr. Watson’s special interests include:
• Diabetes and nutrition wellness
• Hypertension (blood pressure management)
• Parenting advice and teaching
• Stress and depression management
• Wellness & disease prevention
Dr. Watson has been a police officer, counselor and now is a physician. He said patients can
expect open communication and ownership from him as a partner in their care. Dr. Watson
has many pets including dogs and a parrot. He enjoys music and spending time with his
grandchildren.
Primary Care — Noble is located at 408 N. Main St. in Noble. Please call 405.872.3885 to
schedule an appointment.

When asked what her patients can expect from her, Candyse said she is here to listen, serve
and be an advocate for the treatment plan that best fits her patient’s way of life.
“Keeping your health in mind with zero judgement,” Candyse said.
Candyse works with Archana Gautam, MD, and looks forward to getting to know her patients.
Aside from medicine, Candyse enjoys playing outside, coloring or baking with her two sons and
drinking iced coffee with vanilla and cream.
Norman Heart and Vascular Associates is located at 3500 HealthPlex Parkway, Suite 200 in
Norman. Please call 405.515.2222 to schedule an appointment.

Continued on next page

18

New Faces
Jamie Steichen is a physician assistant in interventional

Arun Philip, DO, is a board certified hospitalist who recently

radiology at Norman Regional Health System. He performs
incision and drainage of intraperitoneal abscesses, small
bowl follow through studies, thoracentesis,
paracentesis, chest tub placement, arthrograms
Jamie Steichen
and more.

joined Norman Regional Health System. He has been practicing
in Dallas since completing medical school at Oklahoma State
University in 2017. Dr. Philip said he wants his patients to
know that they can expect competence, honesty
and transparency from him and his peers when he
Arun Philip, DO
attends to them.

He said his patients can expect for him to be fully engaged when
addressing questions or concerns and to provide a high level of compassionate care with
integrity.
Jamie has a black belt in Judo and also enjoys boxing and tennis. His favorite treat is a root
beer float.

Kevin Schubach, PA-C, is a physician assistant in
interventional radiology at Norman Regional Health System.
He performs multiple procedures, including paracentesis,
thoracentesis, biopsies (lymph node, lung, liver, and
bone marrow), arthroscopy, and
Kevin Schubach, PA-C
fluoroscopy.
Kevin said his patients can expect a caring and compassionate
provider who genuinely listens to their concerns.
“I will always go the extra mile to ensure my patients are given the highest level of care,” he
said.
Aside from medicine, Kevin enjoys anything that can get him outside, such as hiking and
biking. He’s also a huge sports fan. You can usually find him rooting on his hometown
(Indianapolis, Indiana) team the Pacers, Colts, and Hoosiers, as well as the St. Louis Cardinals.

Specialties:
• Critical care
• Palliative care
• Quality improvement
• Point-of-care-ultrasound

Ryan Winfrey, DO, joins Norman Regional Health System
as a nocturnist. He is joining our team of nocturnists and
will help patients staying overnight in our hospitals. He
wants his patients to know that he will be sure to provide
attentive, personalized care.
Ryan Winfrey, DO
Specialties:
• Management of hospitalized patients
• COPD management
• CHF management
• Infection treatment
• Evaluation and management of other acute conditions
When Dr. Winfrey isn’t working, he enjoys spending time with his wife and son. He also enjoys
cooking, trivia, stargazing and building Legos.

Continued on next page
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New Faces
Deniz Aktas, PA-C, PhD, is a physician assistant at Norman

Jennifer Lee, APRN-CNP, is a certified nurse practitioner

Regional Neurology Associates. She works with patients at
the Oklahoma Headache Center with Brett Dees, MD, and
Christi Pendergraft, MD. She received her Bachelor
of Science degree in biology and her
Master of Science in biochemistry at
Deniz Aktas, PA-C, PhD
Orta Dogu Technical University in Ankara,
Turkey, then received her Doctor of Philosophy in chemistry and
biochemistry and her Master of Health Science in the Physician Assistant Program at the
University of Oklahoma. She is certified by the American Academy and Oklahoma Academy
of Physician Assistants. Deniz said she treats every patient like she would treat her family
members and that her patients can trust that she has their best interest at heart.

at Journey Clinic. She brings more than 14 yearsof experience
in the medical field to Journey Clinic’s Medical Weight Loss
Program. She wants patients to know that they can expect
“counseling and supportive care to encourage sustainable
lifelong healthy habits. It is so rewarding
Jennifer Lee, APRN-CNP
to be able to collaborate with my patients
in order to achieve their goals. I want to encourage my patients
to be able to make their physical and mental health a top priority for their
well-being and their family’s.”

Aside from medicine, Deniz enjoys oil painting.

When she isn’t in the clinic, Jennifer enjoys cheering on her favorite collegiate teams in football,
softball and baseball with her family. Jennifer, her husband, two daughters and chocolate lab
love being active and spending time together as a family.

Garrett Wardlow, MHS, PA-C, is a physician assistant

Journey Clinic is located at 2821 36th Ave. NW, Suite 200 in Norman. Please call 405.515.2049 to
schedule an appointment with Jennifer.

at Ortho Central. Garrett graduated from the University of
Oklahoma with a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Health
and Exercise Science. He graduated from the University
of Oklahoma Physician Associate
Garrett Wardlow, MHS, PA-C
Program with a Master of Health
Sciences Degree. Garrett is certified
by the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants.
He works with Dr. Richard Kirkpatrick.
“My patients can expect an empathetic listener and a caring health care provider,” Garrett said.
In his spare time, Garrett enjoys spending time with his friends and family, getting out on the
golf course, hunting and rooting for the Sooner football team.
Ortho Central is located in Norman and Midwest City.
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Norman Regional Health
Foundation Recognizes
Guardian Angels
The Norman Regional Health Foundation
sponsors a Guardian Angel program to
give grateful patients, families, friends and
coworkers an avenue to recognize Norman
Regional healers for outstanding service
and/or care. Guardian Angel contributions
support the Foundation’s departmental
grants and employee scholarship programs,
and allow us to continue our commitment to
enhancing excellent health care.
Recent Guardian Angels include:

Brittany Carnline

Jason Carter
Miranda Hoos

• Laura Winters
• Brittany Carnline
• Jason Carter
• Miranda Hoos
• Stephanie Gehrke
• Nakita Martin
• Terri Kent

Nakita Martin

Stephanie Gehrke
Terri Kent

Laura Winters
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Foundation iGive Celebrates
75 Years of NRHS Magic
The Norman Regional Health Foundation celebrated Norman Regional’s
75 years of magic with its Disney theme this year. The campaign ended Friday,
April 2. Please check MyLink for up-to-date results of this year’s campaign.
Thank you to our iGive 2021 Champions and Committee for making this year’s campaign so
successful!
Ashley Adams
Laura Allison
Ariel Anglin
Tracee Barton
Alexandra Bass
Keli Bates
Jennifer Benavente
Julie Benedict
Donovan Beswick
Aerial Bisbee
Courtney Boaz
Toby Branum
Karen Brazeal
Patti Brown
Debbie Brown
Brittany Brown
Amber Browning
Gary Bundy
Katie Byrne
Mandi Carmean
Annette Carnahan
Soup Carter
Cassie Chaffin

Jake Cleveland
Susan Cole
Kate Cook, MD
Patty Creech
Aley Cristelli
Rebecca Curliss
Kim Cusher
Alaina Davis
Kali Day
Barry Deal
Heather DeLaCruz-Bogle
John Do
Shannon Doherty
Jessie Douglas
Juliet Drost
Cacie Duncan
Shauna Durham
Alex Ehrhart
Bryce Ell
Holly Elmore
Kelly Emerson
Megan Endress
Tonya Faires

Mona Fredrickson
Care Freeman
David Gandesbery
Jennifer Genereux
Charissa Gowens
Susan Green
Elise Grein
Patty Griffin
Larry Gruszuka Jr.
Bianca Gutierrez
Bri Harris
Bonnie Hicks
Maleyia High
Danna Hilburn
Tina Holasek
Stephanie Holcomb
Latasha Holmes
Miranda Hoos
Micah Howell
Kate Hudson
Skyler Hunter
Lisa Jackson
Janet Jackson

Jeff Jaco
Nichelle Jenkins
Bailey Johnson
Sherri Jo Johnson
Josh Jones
Amanda Jones
Kendra Keefer
Kristi Kennedy
Alyssa Kesner
Mac King
Mary Lamb
Suzy Lawrence
Karen Ley
Kristen L'Hommedieu
Kenzie Long
Tressa Lyon
Jenna Maennena
Martha Mahaffey
Julie Mallory
Katie Mann
Becca Mansfield
Karen Marichal
Nakita Martin
Continued on next page

22

Foundation iGive Celebrates
75 Years of NRHS Magic
Ashley Masterson
Valerie Mays
Ashlea McCoy
Wanda McCoy
Heather McDade
Stephanie McGinnis
Naghi McGlaston
Ricci McManaman
Sara McMillan
Anna McMurray
Dustin McNabb
Clint Miller
Rachel Minatee
Sheila Monson
Diamond Moore
Heather Morgan
Heather Morrison
Robert Muzney
Rachel Nabors
Debbie Oliphant
Kristin O'Neal
Kandice Osborn-Farley
Lori Patterson
Debra Paulus
Lauren Penner

Meg Perry
Zhanna Personett
Julie Pitts
Michael Porter, MD
Kristen Potts
Tim Putnam
Sara Raney
Cera Reeves
Robert Reid
Jennifer Ricketts
Sara Rincon
Amanda Ritter
Carmen Rivera
Toni Roman
Barbara Scott
Heyle Scott
Ashleigh Sherman
Kathy Smith
Jodi Smith
Kira Stamper
Tasha Stamper
Jennifer Stewart
Heather Swinney
Carly Terrell
Shelly Terry

Claudia Todd
Aisa Trice
Melissa Vanderburg
Joe Waldron
April Walker
Tena Walker
Jennifer Walker
Trevor Wall
Jen Ward
Tammie Wells
Molly West
Chuti White
Teresa White
Tamara Williams
Christy Wingate
Laura Winters
Helen Woitcheck
Jamie Womack
Tammy Wygle
Seton Young
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Healer of the Month

JANUARY
Rebecca Milam
Congratulations to Rebecca Milam on
being Norman Regional’s Healer of
the Month for January 2021!
Milam, a medical assistant at Primary Care –
South Oklahoma City, has worked at Norman
Regional for three years. She started at Primary
Care – South Oklahoma City as a vaccine
coordinator before transitioning to the Waterview
clinic.
“What I like best about Norman Regional is that it feels
like family,” Milam said. “Every day I come to work happy
that I get to work with some of the most amazing people I know.”

Milam was born in Tecumseh, Oklahoma. She went to high school at Tecumseh High School. She
then graduated from Wright Career College as valedictorian and from Oklahoma City Community
College.
Aside from her job, Milam loves crafting, such as sewing and painting. She also enjoys camping
with her family.

January
Promotions
Travis Avers
DNeen Barbour
Marlee Bivins
Marlee Bivins
Thomas Brock
Kelli Cavins
Brandi Davis
Abby Dillard
Renae Dodson
Thomas Graves
Katie Harrison
Suzanne Hawkins
Christina Hopkins
MaRanda Horton
Emily Kahre
Mikayla Kelly
Elena Kennedy
Leslie Kinsey-Stecklein
Jessica King
Sara McMillan
Christina Muir
Stacey Neuhauser
Keith Plyler
Denise Potts
Melissa Scarberry
Mehgan Schnell
Angie Smith
Alexandra Spratt
Jack Vesper
Brittney Wallinger
Chuti White
David Wilder
April Wood

Nurse Resident
Clinical Documentation Specialist RN
Nurse Resident
Registered Nurse
Systems Analyst II
Nurse Resident
Nurse Resident
Registered Nurse
Lead Clinical Documentation Specialist RN
Inventory Control Clerk II
Cardiovascular Radiology Technologist
Manager, Physician Relations & Business Development
Stroke Coordinator
Manager of Coding & Clinical Documentation
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse II Premium
Nurse Resident
Supervisor Diagnostic Imaging
Charge Nurse
Clinical Manager Centers of Excellence
Nurse Resident
Respiratory Therapist
Charge Nurse II Premium
Case Manager Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse
Nurse Resident
Medical Assistant
Laboratory Assistant
Patient Care Tech
Nurse Resident
Clinic Supervisor
Cook
Registered Nurse II Premium
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Healer of the Month

FEBRUARY
Krista Stewart
Congratulations to Krista Stewart
on being named Norman Regional’s
Healer of the Month for February
2021!
Stewart started working as a Labor and Delivery
nurse at Norman Regional in August of 2017. She
was part of Norman Regional’s first Nurse Residency
Program cohort and now serves as a preceptor for her
unit.

“I love my job. I love serving our patients and my coworkers,”
Stewart said. “What an honor it is to be with these families on the best
days of their lives or unfortunately too on one of the worst days of their lives.
“I love the team work of our unit. My coworkers are like my second family.”
Stewart was born in Lake Charles, Louisiana. She received her Bachelor’s Degree from
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana and her Associate’s Degree in
Nursing from Oklahoma City Community College.
Prior to becoming a nurse, Stewart was a teacher for eight years.
Aside from her job, Stewart loves spending time with her family and friends and watching
Dateline. As a teenager she went on a mission trip to Kazakhstan and said were eyes were
opened to the needs of others around the world.

February
Promotions
Carolyn Alexander
Laura Allison
Gabriel Ambre
Travis Avers
Jonathan Barrow
Brian Blakley
Stephanie Blalock
Monica Blumenthal
Mandi Carmean
Lindsey Deberry
Whitney Doughty
Kimberly Hills
Katelyn Hoff
Jerri Jackson
Stephanie Jones
Lori Keirn
KaLisa King
Jeremy Laws-Rodriguez
Sarah Lyons
Jay Marsh
Jan Miller
Christina Muir
Tracie Murnan
Elvin Padgett
Maria Peralta
Alexis Pierce
Nadine Samilpa
Caitlin Sanford
Mehgan Schnell
Thomas Schoenborn
Leslie Smith
Cynthia Turnpaugh
Udelle Vargas
Brittney Wallinger
Brittani Wells
Lexi Williams

RI Coder II
Charge Nurse Registered II
Nurse Assistant
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse
Supervisor Nuclear Medicine
Clerk-Lab Assistant
Charge Nurse Lead II
Coordinator Lab Offsite
Registered Nurse II
Coordinator Lab Processing
Charge Nurse II Premium
Lead Medical Technologist
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse
Specialist Cash Application
Registered Nurse
Patient Care Tech
Surgical Technologist II
Coordinator Supply Chain
Charge Nurse II
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse Periop I
Supervisor Environmental Services
Registered Nurse
Manager Clinics Service Line Specific
Paramedic
Transporter II
Registered Nurse
Paramedic
Medical Assistant
Registered Nurse Periop I
Registered Nurse Surgery II
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse
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Healer of the Month

MARCH
Ken Fertitta
Congratulations to Ken Fertitta on
being named Norman Regional’s
Healer of the Month for March
2021!
Ken is a lab clerk and has worked at Norman
Regional for nine years. He also works at Integris
Southwest Medical Center, where he has worked
19 years.

Ken said the best part about working at Norman Regional
is the people he works with.
Ken was born in Longview, Texas then moved to St. Louis, Missouri. He has now lived in this
area of Oklahoma for 33 years. He attended Ritenour High School in Missouri then attended the
University of Oklahoma.
Aside from work, Ken enjoys running, watching sports, and spending time with his children.
Congratulations again, Ken!

March
Promotions
Nirmala Basnet Pandey
Kimberly Bruner
Carli Hernandez
Kellye Cloud
Crystal Cohea
Candace Cornell
Brandi Davis
Kelly Fields
Taylor Files
Julie Fletcher
Teresa Gonzales
Kelly Ireland
Elena Kennedy
Matteo Kilmer
Melissa Koss
Sean Lauderdale
Kristie Oneal Lile
Terry Maddux
Lisa Mahmoodjanloo
Katherine Mann
Mara Asher
Stephen McCune
Julie McCurley Smith
Tyler Nicholson
Stefan Nowlin
Tracey Reith
Alicia Rickner
Whitney Robertson
Vanita Southward
Ashley Taylor RN
Jennifer Thomas
Misty Thompson
Annette Troxell
Brittany Turner
Lisa Watkins
Lavaughn Westbrook
Braden Whatley
Tasha Whitlock
Michelle Wilson
Zachary Wise

Registered Nurse
Coordinator Respiratory II
Registered Nurse II
Registered Charge Nurse
Charge Nurse–Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse Surgery II
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse Case Manager
Registered Nurse
Charge Nurse IV Premium
Registered Nurse II
Sterile Technician Processing II
Registered Nurse
Registered Nurse II Premium
Registered Nurse II Premium
Quality Assurance Officer/Trauma Registrar
Registered Nurse Surgery II
Environmental Service Technician II
Register Clerk Lab
Representative Home Medical Equipment Intake
Registered Nurse
Crew Chief
Nurse Manager
Lead Decision Support Analyst
Registered Nurse Surgery II
Surgical Technologist II
Registered Nurse
Patient Access Financial Counselor
Coordinator Respiratory II
Data Abstractor & Analyst
Surgical Technologist II
Registered Nurse II Premium
Director Patient Care Services
Registered Nurse Periop I
Patient Care Tech
Technologist Surgery II
Registered Nurse
LPN In-Patient Wound Care
Manager Cath Lab
Desktop Engineer
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Upcoming Events
Norman Regional Health System is going to have a fun, but
busy spring and summer filled with events to celebrate new
and historic milestones!
THURS, MAY 6

6:008:00PM
Celebrating 75 years of Norman Regional Health System

Diamond Anniversary
Ambassador Ball

Presented by Norman Regional Health Foundation

PRESENTED BY NORMAN REGIONAL HEALTH FOUNDATION

June 4, 2021

NORMAN WORLD WAR II MUSEUM  MAX WESTHEIMER AIRPORT

May 6

TO PURCHASE YOUR $50 TICKET, VISIT
www.NRHFoundation.org

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF NORMAN REGIONAL HOSPITAL
19462021

Cocktail Clash
The Norman Regional Health Foundation is hosting the
2021 Cocktail Clash Thursday, May 6 from 6-8 p.m. at
the Norman World War II Museum — Max Westheimer
Airport! The event will help celebrate 75 years of Norman
Regional Hospital. Tickets are $50 each. To purchase, visit
NRHFoundation.org.

June 4

Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center | Norman, OK

Ambassador Ball
The Norman Regional Health Foundation will host its
annual gala, the Ambassador Ball, on Friday, June 4 at
Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center in Norman.
This year’s gala will celebrate the Diamond Anniversary —
75 years of Norman Regional Health System.

June 7
May 20

Groundbreaking: Norman
Regional Nine
Join us Thursday, May 20 to celebrate the groundbreaking
of Norman Regional’s FSED+ in southeast Norman called
Norman Regional Nine. The event will be hosted at 10 a.m.
at 2000 Ann Branden Blvd. Norman, Oklahoma 73071.
Masks are required. Refreshments will be provided.

Norman Regional
Health System’s
75th anniversary
celebration!

July 15

Groundbreaking:
HealthPlex Expansion
Join us Thursday, July 15 at 9 a.m. at the Norman Regional
HealthPlex as we kick off the HealthPlex Expansion! This
groundbreaking ceremony begins the expansion and
creation of a new 96-bed tower. At this time, masks are
required. Refreshments will be provided.

We are so excited to be celebrating 75 years of lifesaving
care at Norman Regional this June! Join us Monday, June
7 from 2-4 p.m. at Independence Park located outside the
Education Center on the southwest side to celebrate this
historic event! We will have music, cupcakes and fun, as
well as a photo booth for healers to use.
More details to come — stay tuned!
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